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El estudio y analisis de los Diarios de Sesiones de las Cortes, desde 1900 a 1923,
ofrecen informacidn novedosa y rica sobre los problemas educativos de la época,
puesto que los debates parlamentarios proporcionan una vision mas viva y cercana
a la realidad social del momento que el articulado de la legislacion. Los debates
parlamentarios, influidos por el ideario regeneracionista, ponen en evidencia
actuaciones trascendentales sobre politica educativa. Destacan: a) la evolucion de
los sueldos de los maestros en mas de un 300% anual, pasando de 48 pesetas
anuales en 1904 a las 2.500 para nuevos maestros en 1922, b) la centralizacion y
estatalizacion progresiva de la ensefianza, al asumir el Estado el pago directo de
los salarios en 1902, antes competencia municipal, y ¢) la integracion plena de los
maestros en el cuerpo funcionarial en 1918. Los debates parlamentarios
constituyen un excelente recurso para investigaciones en politica educativa.
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The parliamentary debates from 1900, founding of the Ministry of Public
education, up to 1923, are an excellent source of information about educational
policy. The debates, as reliable historical records contained in the Parliament
Diaries of Sessions, reveal original and realistic data on the outstanding increase
of the primary school teachers’ salaries, jumping from some meagre annual 48
pesetas in 1904 to the starting amount of 2.500 pesetas in 1922 for new teachers.
As well the Deputies’ discussions, influenced by regeneracionista ideas show a
closer to society viewpoint of educational issues rather than the vision provided
by governmental legislation. Also, the debates provide reliable information on the
progressive centralization of education by the State, which used to be a municipal
competence, and on the fact of primary school teachers becoming full public
servants in 1918. Therefore, resorting to the parliamentary debates provides new
and original information about educational policy.
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